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Introduction

People all over the world, at least in the Netherlands, think that 
nasi and bami are Chinese products. This is not true. We want to 
show you that not everything that has to do with sex is the way 
you think it is. In China..

On the left page there is a Chinese word with the translation on 
the bottom. This word always has to do something with the sub-
ject written on that specific page.

Have fun reading!



Chapter 1
General information about 

China

Taboo book
China is one of the largest countries in the world, located in 
southwest Asia, south from Russia.  The ‘people’s republic’ 
of China got one of the oldest civilizations of the world, and 
even got the honour to have published the first sex book. 

The republic is ruled by it’s president Hu Jintao, and has 1.3 
billon citizens. Since China is ruled by emperors there came 
a ban everything concerning sex. The once so open land 
became more and more closed, and there came a taboo on 
sex. 

China



A sexy topic
When in the 21st century capital-
ism raised in China, the rules be-
came again less strict, and sexually 
ads were more and more allowed.
 In public people still aren’t very 
open about it, but in private atmo-
sphere it is a hot topic.

But because the land got some au-
tonomic regions, they could partly 
make there own rules and regu-
lations, a good example is Hong 
Kong. 

Because the rules are less strict 
here some autonomic regions are a 
free port for the Chinese sex indus-
try. 



Chapter 2
History of sex in China

Thus western people don’t know much about sexuality in 
China, this country once was very sexually free.  The country 
was long time covered by erotic paintings and books. Until 
800 years ago, the emperors began to ban anything concern-
ing erotica. But when in 1949 the people’s republic of China 
was founded the rules became increasingly strict. Unlike the 
emperors the communistic party was way more strict and 
even searched houses and company’s for erotic content.
 
Most Chinese were afraid of the penalty’s so the most peo-
ple destroyed or hide carefully the last erotic content. This 
strategy of fear worked: in 1960 there were a lot of searches, 
and almost no pornographic fiction of any kind was found. 

History



But in the 1970’s, with the decreas-
ing costs of printing and distribut-
ing the underground circulation 
grew, and slowly the sexual revolu-
tion from the west sneaked into 
China. As a responses the laws even 
became more strict, and if you got 
caught with this material you could 
count on real high fine’s and impris-
onment. More and more people 
got arrested and the fear was back 
in the country.



This fear slowly went away, and more and more X-rated con-
tent came into the country through Hong Kong. The so called 
‘Yellow’ video’s (containing explicit sex) soon became a fad. 
This fad was first just only under the higher class Chinese, 
because they could afford the video players. It even is a pub-
lic secret that party members of the communistic party lend 
each other these video’s. 

Video’s as Deep Throat became available to more and more 
people, but is was still very secret and underground. The 
ones that could afford a video player and TV made good 
money out of this: tickets for erotic video evenings were 
sold for 5-10 Yuan (with a average salary of 40-50 Yuan per 
month, it was very expensive) Not surprisingly, this intimate 
nights engaged in sexual activity, varying from imitating the 
tape to group sex. 

Sex



At the same time also pornograph-
ic paintings and pictures were 
smuggled into the mainland and 
sold with high profits. Just a post-
card size of a picture cost as much 
as 5 to 10 Yuan, because this busi-
ness was so lucrative there became 
more and more smuggled goods.

As a response the communist party 
passed in April 1985 a new anti-
pornographic law, which made 
the legislation even more strict. If 
pornographic content was found 
in your house you definitely had to 
go to jail, even if it was just a little 
postcard. 



The new law resulted in numerous arrest after searches 
from city to city. For example: in October 1987 in Nanchang, 
the capital of Jiangxi Province, forty-four dealers in porno-
graphic content were arrested, and 80,000 erotic books and 
magazines were found. It was reported that an underground 
publishing house with 600 salesmen had been circulating 
erotic materials in twenty-three of China’s twenty-eight 
provinces, making a profit of 1,000,000 Yuan (in that period 
about 300,000 dollars) in just two years.

The new laws were so strict that a high person in Shanghai’s 
Railway Station employee even got sentenced to death for 
organizing several erotic video nights, together with four 
others. The others got away with lifetime imprisonment. 

But the best was yet to come, in 1988 another law was 
passed what made the penalty’s for dealers even more stiff.

Virgin



If you possessed pornographic 
content with a total value between 
150.000 and 500.000 Yuan you 
would be sentenced to lifetime 
imprisonment, above the 500.000 
Yuan your life was insecure.

The ultimate low came on July 
11th, 1989, when 65,000 police-
men and other government work-
ers investigated publishing houses, 
booksellers and distributers. By 
August 21, more than 11,000,000 
books and magazines had been 
prosecuted, and about 2,000 pub-
lishing and distributing centers, 
and 100 private booksellers were 
forced out of business.



But then Deng Xiaoping China’s top leader, went further by 
declaring that he found that some publishers of erotica de-
served the death penalty. This was at least one of the most 
severe political punishments against pornography ever by 
a national leader anywhere in the world. After this, in July 
1990, the communistic party issued a new law stating that 
the death sentence is the proper (!) penalty for traffickers in 
prostitution and/or pornography.

Although the strict rules and regulations concerning porn are 
still there today, the last ten years with more economic open-
ness there seems to be a bit more relaxedness concerning 
this issue. And slowly people are awaking, and there is a lot 
of evidence that under the youth a sexual revolution is taking 
place. Whilst we speak they are fencing off from their parents 
and getting more and more involved in the sexually minded 
western society. But unlike their parents they can reach erot-
ic content more easy because of the internet, therefore it is 
winning more and more popularity, and the view on sexuality 
is changing rapidly.

Penis



History in China
Statue infront of the tonsli museum



Chapter 3
One child politic

Everybody knows that there come baby’s from sex. They 
also know this in China, but there it is considered as a prob-
lem. Even before the census of 1982 it was obvious that the 
production of food had risen drastically. By then their were 
already more then 1 milliard Chinese. As a solution to this 
problem the government introduced the one child politic. 
This implies that a family could not have more than 1 child.
If you do want to have more than 1  child then you will have 
to pay a very expensive fine.

Child



What causes the population 
growth in China?

Birth of children
Every baby that comes into this 
world counts as a inhabitant. In 
China there are a lot of people so if 
everyone has sex and makes baby’s 
it would be very crowded. To fence 
the number of newborns the one 
child politic is a good solution. But 
it may not be the most humanistic 
way.  

Medical care
The medical care improves over 
time, as in every country. Because 
of the better care people can get 
older. When people get older they 
stay longer on this world and as a 
direct effect there are more inhabit-
ants.



Economical circumstances
Economical circumstances also contribute to the population 
growth. This is because of the improved economical circum-
stances people are able to take care of themselves better. 
The better care (more food, better hygiene, more money for 
medical care) contributes to the length of the life of people. 

Why is the one child politic necessary?

Without the one child politic there would be even more Chi-
nese in this world than there are now. It was very necessary 
to grant generations of the future a existence. The measure-
ment was introduced at the end of the seventies. The one 
child politic encountered more resistance at the country side 
than in the cities.     
Parents are obligated to follow the one child politic of the 
government. To make it less harsh, the government economi-
cally supports the parents with one child. 

Politic



What are the consequences of the 
one child politic?
 
For the people on the country chil-
dren are a source of income, there 
the children work. At the country a 
son is worth more than a daughter, 
because they can do heavier work. 
Baby girls are rejected and are 
dismissed as foundlings. So when 
someone wants to adopt a Chinese 
baby, they will most likely adopt 
a girl. Because of the foundlings 
farmers are allowed to have a sec-
ond child if the first child was a girl.



The wealthier people, mainly living in the cities, can only 
have one child. If they want more children then they have to 
pay a fine. In the cities the children get really spoiled. 
A result of the one child politic is that there are more boys 
than girls in China. In a number of cases when it is known 
that the parents are pregnant of a girl they will have an abor-
tion. This will finally result into a lot of Chinese man whom 
can not get a woman. 

Less women means less sex!
Or you have to become gay.

Tourism



Chapter 4
Sex Tourism and 

Prostitution
Sex tourism is going on vacation 
with the intention to have sex in 
that country. No, we do not mean 
going to Salou and score one girl 
after the other. But really paid(in 
some sort of way)sex tourism. 
Those country parts make money 
of tourist searching for sex. The 
best example of this is Thailand, 
but we are only interested in Chi-
na. Are their sex tourists going to 
China? Is there prostitution for the 
tourist?



Are there prostitutes in China?

Of course there are prostitutes, but not shown as openly as 
in our country. We all have a very prudish vision of China, 
but this is mainly because China is communistic.

In the past it was most usual to get married and stay togeth-
er forever. The Chinese term for this is Baitou daolao. All the 
women in the China had as the biggest task to provide a son 
for their husbands. But not all women succeeded in provid-
ing sons. The advantages of having a son are very obvious for 
traditional Chinese families(carry on the name, provide for 
their parents when their old and inherit land or take over the 
family business).
 Not to worry! They came up with a solution: concubines!

Concubine



What is a concubine?

In contradiction with our Western 
culture the Chinese are allowed 
to have more than one woman. 
These secondary wives are called 
concubines. They live with the first 
wife under one roof; although the 
first wife is the “boss” over them 
they do get some considerable im-
portant tasks. Like providing sons 
when the first wife is not able to 
do so. They are not only for the re-
producing but also for sex services 
too the husband. 

concubine



Being a concubine is a safer route then to go into the prosti-
tution, the man with whom you live pays your bills and it is 
more lucrative and stable.

Now I would like to show you a Survey on Attitudes of Hong 
Kong Residents to concubines (Source: Yiu(1994)).

Questions to male respondents:                                                                                                          
If the opportunity arose would you take a concubine?
Yes: 54%
No: 28%
Don’t know: 18%

Prostitution



What is the main reason for having 
a concubine in China?
It is cheap: 38%
The women are not so demanding: 
18%
Easier to get rid of one woman and 
get another one: 15%
No need to get married: 14%
All of the above: 15%

Questions to female respondents:
Would you worry if your husband 
had to work in China?
Yes: 56%
No: 15%
Don’t know: 29%



What would you do if you discover your husband has a con-
cubine?
Divorce him: 41%
Ask him to leave the woman: 28%
Tolerate it: 6%
Use violence: 2%
Don’t know: 23%

Since the loosening of government controls over society in 
the early 1980s, prostitution in mainland China not only has 
become more visible, but can now be found throughout both 
urban and rural areas.

Prostitution hierarchy
In the Chinese prostitution there is a police that categorize 
prostitution to a descending hierarchy of seven tiers. The ser-
vice prostitutes offer can be very different, that is why they 
are categorized and are listed below. So that you will know in 
which tier you belong or in which tier your prostitute belong.

Husband



First tier - baoernai 
Women who act as the “second 
wives” of men with money and 
influential positions, including 
government officials and entrepre-
neurs from the mainland, as well as 
overseas businessmen. This prac-
tice is defined as prostitution on 
the grounds that women in ques-
tion actively solicit men who can 
provide them with fixed-term ac-
commodation and a regular allow-
ance. Women who engage in these 
acts will sometimes co-habit with 
their “clients” and may even have 
ambitions to become a real wife.



Second tier - baopo (“packaged wife”) 
Women who accompany high class clients for a fixed duration 
of time, for example, during the course of a business trip, and 
receive a set payment for doing so. 

Third tier - santing (“three halls”) 
Women who perform sexual acts with men in karaoke/dance 
venues, bars, restaurants, teahouses and other venues and 
who receive financial recompense in the form of tips from 
the individual men they accompany, as well as from a share 
of the profits generated by informal service charges on the 
use of facilities and the consumption of food and beverages. 
A common euphemism for such hostesses is sanpei xiaojie: 
(“ladies of the three accompaniments”). These women often 
begin by allowing their clients to fondle or intimately caress 
their bodies, then if the client is eager, will engage in sexual 
intercourse. 

Wife



Fourth tier - “doorbell girls” (“ding-
dong ladies”) 
Women who solicit potential buy-
ers of sex by phoning rooms in a 
given hotel. The common practice 
is to offer either one-time sexual in-
tercourse or all-night sex, the latter 
usually being at double or triple the 
regular price.
 
Fifth tier - falangmei (“hairdressing 
salon sisters”) 
Women who work in places that 
offer commercial sexual services 
under the guise of massage or 
health and beauty treatments; for 
instance, in health and fitness cen-
ters, beauty parlors, barber shops, 
bathhouses and saunas. Common 
activities in these premises are 
masturbation or oral sex. 



Sixth tier - jienü (“street girls”) 
Women who solicit male buyers of sex on the streets. 

Seventh tier - xiagongpeng (“down the work shack”) 
Women who sell sex to the transient labour force of male 
workers from the rural countryside.

The first and second tiers have become the focus of heated 
public debate because they are explicitly linked to govern-
ment corruption
The lowest two tiers are characterized by a more straightfor-
ward exchange of sex for financial or material recompense. 
They are neither explicitly linked to government corruption, 
nor directly mediated through China’s new commercial rec-
reational business sector. Women who sell sex in the lowest 
two tiers usually do so in return for small sums of money, 
food and shelter.

Street Girls



Cases
A woman from Sichuan, in order 
to avoid being forced into prosti-
tution, tried to commit suicide by 
jumping from a window. She had 
been tricked into work at a night-
club and locked in a room with 
other women. (Associated Foreign 
Press, 8 January 1998)
Chan Wing-Hong, who gruesomely 
murdered a prostituted woman, 
was convicted only of manslaugh-
ter because the judge determined 
that he was suffering from emo-
tional pain and lost control of 
himself after the women called 
him negative name. (“Dwarf who 
killed prostitute suffered emotional 
pain,” Reuters, 4 September 1997)



In 1995 the Head of Police in central Hunan province, China 
beat a 20-year-old peasant girl for eight hours to make her 
confess to being a prostitute in order to fine her. The girl suf-
fered serious kidney damage and internal bleeding. (“China 
newspaper urges curbs on police power,” Reuters, 24 July 
1998)

In the Fall of 1997, a 23-year-old woman from North Korea 
waded across the Tumen River to get to Yanji, the capital of 
China’s Yanbian Region. She was escaping near starvation in 
North Korea. A relative living in Yanji bribed Chinese police 
manning a roadblock near the border, provided her with new 
clothes, taught her a smattering of Chinese - and set her up 
in a friend’s karaoke club. Now, drunken men pay 100 Chi-
nese yuan for two hours of her company. She sleeps on the 
floor in a room shared with nine other women, and is not 
allowed out unaccompanied. 

Policy



Unable to speak more than a few 
words of Chinese, she is at risk of 
being identified as an illegal immi-
grant. She hopes to return home, 
but says she will never tell what 
she had to do to get money. (An-
drew Higgins, “Straight on for China 
and karaoke slavery,” The Observer, 
15 March 1998)

Policy
In Hong Kong, prostitution is legal 
but pimping is not. (The Nation, 5 
July 1997)



Chapter 5
Sex in the Chinese Media

China, one of the largest countries in the world, so it also has 
a large media industry. Because of it’s communistic politics 
China never developed the deregulated media that we know 
nowadays in the western society. The regulation in China is 
still very present, everything that is written or broadcasted 
first has to face a committee of government officials. There-
fore explicit sex in the mass media is not allowed. But that 
doesn’t beholds the underground publishing and broadcast-
ing to do so.

Media



Printed Media
In the early days China had a quite 
positive attitude towards sexuality, 
and even the first sex handbook 
was written in China, around 200 
Before Christ. Because of confes-
sional politics it became more and 
more a taboo, but it always re-
mained  talk able. When the first 
printed media occurred this wasn’t 
state owned, so there were no re-
strictions on the content, because 
of that the sexual stories increased 
in numbers. That the Chinese were 
very in front of the world in sexual 
behavior shows “The Golden Lotus”  
that was written by Hou Hui. This 
ancient sex book is still one of the 
oldest still excising sex books, and 
was made around the same time as 
the Kama Sutra. 



When communism settled in the people’s republic the media 
became strictly state regulated. The media is still regulated, 
but the government stopped the subsidies on the state pa-
pers. Therefore the papers only exist from advertisement 
revenues. But advertisers like to advertise in a provocative 
way, so the ads keep on getting more and more nude. The 
government tolerated this to a certain point, but since Octo-
ber 2007 the rules became more strict after an increase of 
the rapes in the country, which is blamed on the sexy adver-
tisement campaigns in the country. 

Ironically: when this news was announced in the state 
owned newspaper right underneath that news story was an 
advertisement about “the unique Chinese method to in-
crease penis length and thickness.” 

The limit for the government
The only sexually tinted advertisements that are allowed are 
the safe sex commercials. In this commercial famous Chinese 
personalities, like Jacky Chan, tell the youth to have safe sex, 
this was a major breakthrough in the society.

Internet



Internet
All sex related sites are officially 
banned by the government. But 
because the internet is so large, 
the government can’t possible ban 
all sites. Therefore the state uses a 
list of words that are banned, and 
when there are two or more of this 
words on one site, it’s banned. But 
this wasn’t the end of porn, there 
came a lot of sites just contain-
ing pictures and videos without 
any text, so they weren’t banned. 
Recently the government is experi-
menting with scanning sites on it’s 
content, so on suspicious video’s 
and pictures will be banned too but 
that system isn’t working fine yet. 

 



So this causes a lot of sex sites with a regional character, be-
cause it’s existence is orally passed. The main reason of this 
regional character is that it will probably never reaches the 
government. Thus they can’t do anything about it. The inter-
net porn industry isn’t that great because little people can 
pay the connection. In the whole mainland China there are 
only 123 million internet connected houses. In the future 
the internet porn industry will grow bigger than ever be-
cause of the one child politic there are way too little woman, 
so more and more man have to put the hand on themselves.

Films



Films

In China the most films are violent 
and from the material art genre, 
the most famous actor is Jet Li. 
In these films there is hardly any 
romance, just a kiss is the limit, 
French kisses are generally seen 
as provocative. Not surprisingly: in 
mainland China it is forbidden to 
make pornographic content. But 
in the ‘independent’ province of 
Hong Kong the rules are way more 
loose on pornographic content. 
This makes Hong Kong the supplier 
of erotic and pornographic content 
for the mainland.



The most porn comes from Japan or is inspired by it. This so 
called Hentai porn is made of drawings, like animé and man-
ga. This kind of porn is very popular because there still is a 
taboo on real porn, so they prefer the drawings, because this 
kind of eroticism is more accepted. 

The blockbusters under the Chinese erotic films are mostly 
a mix between comedy storylines and erotic shots. “Sex and 
Zen” is considered an all-time classic erotic feature which 
combines the comedy with the eroticism. It is about a man 
who is not pleased with the size of his penis, and amputates 
it and replace it with a horse penis. I guess it won’t be a sur-
prise what he is going to do with his new penis.

Porn



Another huge success was the 
taboo breaking ‘Farewell my con-
cubine’ which won a lot of prices: 
a Palm d’Or and it was nominated 
for an Oscar. This film gave atten-
tion to homosexuality and drugs. 
There are a bunch of other Chinese 
(Hong Kong) erotic films which 
were a succes. But hardcore porn 
films that are made here aren’t yet 
made in China on great scale.



Chapter 5
Anime. Manga. Hentai.

Anime is in English an abbreviation of the word “animation”. 
Outside Japan, the term is the most popular referring to car-
toons originating from Japan, but not all cartoons are con-
sidered anime. Anime is therefore usually considered to be a 
subset of animation.
Anime is traditionally hand drawn, but like in most animated 
series of nowadays the computer is assisting.
Source: Wikipedia.com

Anime



Another word for Anime is Manga. 
As you can read above anime it is 
not Chinese. This doesn’t mean it 
isn’t a great part of the sex scene in 
China. Anime ain’t just animations 
like Dragon Ball Z and Pokémon. A 
really big part of the Chinese and 
Japanese erotic industry is Anime. 
This part of the anime industry is 
called Hentai. 

Hentai is Japanese for pervert or 
abnormal. This kind of anime is very 
popular in Asia. There are two main 
categories of hentai: one that fea-
ture mainly heterosexual interac-
tions and one which feature mainly 
homosexual interactions.



This last one can be split into two groups:  yaoi and yuri 
styles. Yaoi refers to male homosexualilty and yuri to lesbian.

Yuri is similar to yaoi, except that it’s focused on homosexual 
female interactions, and the females in a yuri illustration or 
animation tend to be more realistic than the males in yaoi. 
The females in yuri are known as “bishōjo,” which is trans-
lated as “pretty girl”. 

Adult manga, or H Manga, is manga designed for purely por-
nographic purposes. Plot is still used to develop character 
and setting, but the ultimate goal is to show scenes of sexu-
ality. Adult manga is often sold in convenience stores, book 
stores, and magazine stores in Japan, and also other public 
places such as airports, and is far more prolific and accessible 
than the US adult comic book market. It is usually distributed 
in digest format, containing several stories by different art-
ists.

Manga



In Western fanfiction circles, hen-
tai-based works are more popular 
referred to as “lemon,” based on 
a great hentai title called Cream 
Lemon. Fictions referred to as 
“Lime” are ones in which the char-
acters do everything short of hav-
ing sexual intercourse with each 
other. In Japan, the works may be 
referred to as “lemon” or “pink” 
(“pink” having sexual connotations 
similar to the term “blue” in the 
west).



Something is also Hentai when used in sculptures or other 
art related things with sexual and pornographic elements.

All the above mentioned things are off great influence in 
China and many other Asian countries. The manga and an-
ime versions are used in all kind of media and other related 
things. Hentai is the most popular porn section in China.

Chapter 6
Homosexuality in China

Introduction about Chinese homosexuals
First of all, Chinese homosexuals are far in the minority – 30 
million(estimated) on like 1.3 milliard people living in China. 
One on the 40 people in China is gay, in comparison with 
other western countries this is not much.

Hentai



Why does this differ so much with 
the western society? We will ap-
proach homosexuality in China in 
this chapter. 
(The picture here indicates wheth-
er you are gay or not!)

History of homosexuality in China
Homosexuality has been docu-
mented in China since ancient 
times. One of them is recorded in 
Hanfeizi(a philosopher who lived 
ca. 280-233BC). The story goes that 
a beautiful youth, called Mi Zixia, 
was cherished by Duke Ling of Wei. 
Who once shared an already bitten 
but very delicious peach with the 
duke, who appreciated the gesture.



Another story refers to the Emperor Ai of Han China’s, who 
act of cutting his sleeve, on which his adored male concubine 
Dongxian was sleeping. In order not to wake him. Recently in 
2006 ‘Cult Sleeve Boys’ was shot, starring two Chinese ho-
mosexuals. Off course this title is from the latter story.

In some areas, same sex love was particularly accepted. The 
province of Fujian was especially noted for the widespread 
practice of male love and even its tradition of boy marriage, 
a temporary arrangement that lasted only until the boy 
reached maturity and took a female wife.

There were some historical accounts of emperors, who used 
to dress themselves in women’s clothes, and this was always 
interpreted as an ill omen; and to beget children (especially 
sons) is a very important duty for a man in traditional Chi-
nese society. So a man who only has male lovers is not duti-
ful. Taoism emphasizes maintaining the balance between Yin 
and Yang. A man-man relation is thought to be a Yang-Yang 
relation and so is imbalanced and destructive.

Homosexuality



Taoism
Taoism is the English name refer-
ring to a variety of related Chinese 
philosophical and religious tradi-
tions and concepts. Although each 
man is regarded as yang (mascu-
line), every man also has some 
yin (feminine) in him. Some men 
can have much yin in them. So the 
presence of some feminine behav-
ior is not viewed as unnatural for 
men. In this view, homosexuals can 
even be regarded as something 
very natural, according to the nat-
ural balance of yin and yang. 



China’s ‘laws’ about homosexuality
The first law against homosexuals in China went into effect 
around the year 1740. There was no record in the history as 
to how effectively the law was enforced. The more historical 
devastating happening for Chinese homosexuals was, ironi-
cally, the enlightenment that came after the Self-Strength-
ening Movement, when homophobia was imported to China 
along with Western science and philosophy

Homosexuality has not been listed as a crime on China’s stat-
ute books since the 1949 communist takeover, but we can’t 
say homosexuality in China is legal. So, homosexuals were 
routinely arrested under a “hooliganism” clause in the law 
until a reform in 1997 removed this provision. Then, in April 
2001, the Chinese Psychiatric Association declassified homo-
sexuality as an ‘identity crisis’.

Law



In December 2005 the police call 
halt to China’s first gay cultural 
festival. There reason for it was 
that they didn’t have permission 
to hold the festival. Afterwards 
they planned to go to a gay bar 
called On/Off. The police was al-
ready there when they arrived also 
rejecting them to enter the bar, 
another excuse: “This bar is tem-
porarily closed for review.”



Same Sex Marriage
Homosexuals can’t marry in China yet, but in the China Daily 
there was an article in January 2007 that gay right activists 
struggle to get same sex marriages in the spotlight. Legal 
unions for homosexuals will lead to more stable same-sex 
relationships, notes Zhang, a speaker for gay rights. But on 
the other hand there is Zhou who comes with the argument 
that the society of China doesn’t understand homosexuals. 
When they do, then we can start talking about homosexual 
marriages.

Same Sex in Literature and Film/TV
Same-sex love was also celebrated in Chinese art, many ex-
amples of which have survived the various traumatic politi-
cal events in recent Chinese history. Though no large statues 
are known to still exist, many hand scrolls and paintings on 
silk can be found in private collections.
As mentioned earlier sex isn’t a topic in China that is easily 
spoken about. But it is still mentioned in several literature 
pieces, like in the classic novel Water Margin, a book about 
very deep and long lasting male friendships.

Marriage



These bonds were based on revo-
lutionary comradeship in war, 
instead of homosexual tenden-
cies. However there are also other 
works with less platonic relation-
ships. As it is in the novel Dream 
of the Red Chamber, there are 
examples of males engaging in 
both same-sex and opposite-sex 
acts.  Another story you can find in 
the Film and TV business, the pro-
ducers aren’t scared to produce 
homosexual series or movies. They 
like to challenge there vast govern-
ment. Some shows are: ‘Farewell 
my concubine’, ‘Happy Together’. 
On the latter one I saw a trailer on 
you tube, one comment was: “I 
saw Happy together so long time 
ago... Excellent movie” – Pachil.



A story 
In general homosexuality is accepted in the biggest cities in 
China, but comparing to the countryside it isn’t. A story from 
a Chinese male gay, let’s call him Xiao Wang, goes that he said 
that he was born gay, when he discovered what sexuality is, 
he knew he loved men. But he doesn’t dare to say it to his 
parents, with their conservative way of living and if he tells 
them, his future would be at stake. Xiao tells in the interview: 
“My life, my money, my school -- it is all from my family. I have 
no job. My father gives me everything. When I get a job and 
can live on my own, then, I think I must tell them. I want to 
tell them.” 

His parents send Xiao to study medicine two provinces away. 
At school he made no secret about his sexuality in contrast 
with his rural hometown. Now Xiao is more open, he visit gay 
bars and met his boyfriend on a dating website.
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Poem

In old days were many handsome 
youths like
Anling and Longyang
Young peach and plum blossoms
Dazzling and radiant
They were as joyful as nine spring 
times
And lithe as branches bent under 
the autumn frost
Roving glances led to beautiful se-
ductions
Speech and laughter were filled 
with fragrance
Partners clasping each other would 
welcome love
Together under the covers and 
blankets
They were as two birds in flight
Their pared wings soaring


